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PROCEDURES AND GRADING SYSTEM
1.  Attendance at all performances is required.
The most important reason to be in choir at Kennedy Middle School is to learn how to perform music at a high level of proficiency.  Therefore, attendance at performances is a basic requirement of this course.  An unexcused absence from a performance will result in receiving NO PERFORMANCE CREDIT for the marking period.  This is NOT for punishment purposes, but merely a way to assure that a student earns their grade in choir—it simply isn’t “given”.  Students who turn in a signed note (email or phone call will also work) from a parent will have an opportunity to do a make-up project to earn the points.  A 2015-2016 KMS Choir Performance Calendar is included for your convenience to avoid any conflicts in the future.

The strength of the choir program at Lake Shore Public Schools is dependent upon the degree of commitment students and parents are willing to accept.  Therefore, all students must practice regularly and participate in all performances to the best of their ability.
2. Choir shirts will be issued to the 6th and 7th Grade Choirs and the 8th grade choir will receive dresses and tuxes.
These choir uniforms are expensive and we ask that students take care of them properly so that they will last for many years.  Students are responsible for the replacement cost of any choir uniform that is damaged or lost.  6th and 7th grade choir members must provide black slacks or skirt (knee length or longer), black socks (or nylons) and appropriate black shoes.  We will provide either a red or blue shirt, which must be returned after all performances are completed. 8th grade choir will be provided with black dresses and a colored ribbon for the girls and black tux pants and black shirt for the boys.  Students must provide appropriate black shoes and black socks or black nylons.  The dresses and tuxes must be returned at the end of the school year. *Please note that 6th and 7th grade may not be given uniforms.  This will be determined based on the size of the group and amount of uniforms available.  Please make sure each student in the program has an all black concert outfit.  Jeans and leggings are NOT permitted.
3.  Students will be responsible for their choir folder and the music and materials it contains.
Each student is given a choir folder and place to store it in the choir room.  All music and folders will be collected after each concert and at the end of the school year.  If a folder and/or its music and contents are missing or damaged, students are responsible for replacement costs.  This can range from $10 to $20.  
4.  Field trips and/or tours will occasionally be offered to choir students.
Some field trips are required, such as local performances.  Usual performance attendance will apply.

Occasionally an optional trip may be offered to students.  Students are not required to attend, but it is recommended that everyone participate if possible for the success of the choir.  However, there are rules that students must meet in order to participate:
1. The usual field trip citizenship rules apply, in addition, a student cannot earn an “N” or lower in choir citizenship at any time during the school year.  (Improving citizenship to an “O” will again make the student eligible for the trip.)

2. Students cannot earn a report card choir grade of C+ or lower at any time during the school year. (Improving the choir grade to A will again make the student eligible for the trip.)

5.  There will be occasional fundraisers during the school year.
Fundraisers are optional.  The money earned is used for assistance toward trips (if offered), choir uniforms, music and other choir related purposes.

GRADING SYSTEM
The grading scale is based on a total of points earned throughout the marking period.  Those points will be added up, and the percentages will be grading on the scale below.
Extra credit opportunities are offered to students.
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The points possible are as followed:

Weekly Participation                         25 points


Any worksheets 


        10 points


Any exams


 
        20 points

Choir performance


        33% of final grade
It is possible to lose points in choir.  The following circumstances will result in lost participation points:

Out of uniform at performance

-20% of the points
Absent from performance
 
-100% of the points
No music folder at rehearsal

  -5 points

Excessive talking in class


  -5 points

Gum chewing (dangerous in choir) 
  -5 points

If a student misses a performance for any reason, they will need to do a make-up assignment and turn in a signed note from a parent/guardian to receive the 100 points.  It is the student’s responsibility to see Mrs. Perryman after the concert to get the assignment.

CHOIR CALENDAR 2015-2016
10-13-15   Fall Concert 8th Grade Choir LSHS Auditorium 7:00 p.m. Students arrive at 6:15 p.m. (Mandatory)

12-15-15
Winter Concert 6th, 7th and 8th Grade Choirs LSHS Auditorium 7:00 p.m. Students arrive at 6:15 p.m. (Mandatory)

TBD
Pre-Festival Concert 8th Grade Choir LSHS Auditorium 7:00 p.m. Students arrive at 6:15 p.m. (Mandatory)

03-14-16-
03-17-16  MSVMA Choir Festival 8th Grade Choir (Date, Time, and Location TBD)
05-17-16   Spring Concert 6th, 7th & 8th Grade Choirs LSHS Auditorium  

    7:00 p.m. Students arrive at 6:15 p.m.  (Mandatory)
05-20-16-  **Tentative** 8th Grade COMPETITION Trip to Mackinaw
05-21-16
OTHER PREFORMANCES OR FIELD TRIPS MAY BE ADDED AT A LATER DATE.  YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED OF ANY CHANGES.
CHOIR ROOM RULES
1. RESPECT YOURSELF AND OTHERS IN THE CHOIR AT ALL TIMES.
2. BE IN YOUR SEAT WITH YOUR MUSIC AT THE START OF CLASS.
3. BE QUIET WHEN THE DIRECTOR IS TALKING.
4. SCREAMING IS NOT SINGING!

5. DO NOT GO INTO CHOIR OFFICE.

6. DO NOT WRITE ON THE WHITE BOARD.

7. DO YOUR BEST AT ALL TIMES.

8. ALWAYS CONTRIBUTE TO THE SUCCESS OF THE CHOIR!

9. HAVE FUN!!!!!!!!
